Coexpression of cytokeratins, involucrin, and blood group antigens in oral squamous cell carcinomas.
The well and poorly differentiated oral squamous carcinomas preferentially express proteins, blood group antigens, and contain associated dendritic Langerhans' cells. Keratin pearls in well-differentiated carcinomas simulate the differentiation pathway of the normal oral squamous epithelium, whereas poorly differentiated carcinomas do not and appear more heterogeneous. Terminally keratinized cells correlate with involucrin and expression of blood group antigens in keratin pearls, a feature that differs from the nonkeratinizing normal epithelium in which such carcinomas arise. Dendritic Langerhans' cells are reduced in number in squamous carcinomas.